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arrive at decisions quickly, and to stand like 
adamant once a decision had been made. His in­
formation was so well founded, his honesty was 
so apparent, his wisdom was so evident that one 
by one, as new members of the Board were ap­
pointed, they naturally came to accept his leader­
ship and cherish his friendship. It \\ras his own 
full acceptance of responsibility that brought out 
the best in every successive executive of the higher 
educational institutions of the State. 

To-night we celebrate the survival of an idea 
- the idea of the pioneers of this Commonwealth 
for a university, a university that would contribute 
to the lives of men. How fortunate it is that to­
night we can do honor to a man who has been 
identified with the University all his life. To few 
men is it given to serve an institution for so many 
years in this altogether personal capacity. 

I have been signally honored by the President 
of the University in being asked at this time to 
present to the University a portrait, painted by 
Sidney Dickinson, of George T. Baker, President 
of the Board. 

Mr. Baker, I congratulate you on this occasion. 
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Response 

George T. Baker 

I greatly appreciate the personal tribute you pay 
me, but, be it remembered that there are nine mem .... 
bers of the Board, three members of the Finance 
Committee, and five executives of five institutions. 
All working together they have made Iowa what 
it is to .... day in the educational field . 
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